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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON NO. XLV. 


As the collections in our city Churches in aid of the “ Protestant Episcopal Society 
for the advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina,” are statedly made in this 
month, the following Sermon, written several years ago, by one of our Clergy 
now deceased, will be deemed appropriate. Our readers will find it, as it respects 
sentiment, if not style, worthy of their perusal. 


Proverbs, xix. 17. 


*He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and look what he layeth 
out, it shall be paid him again.” 


Ir is evident from the small portion that suffices to answer all our 
natural wauts, since with health and peace but an ordinary compe- 
tence is necessary to us, that the wealthy and those who are well 
provided with the gifts of fortune, cannot be looked upon in any 
other light than that of stewards—mere keepers of those good things 
which God has put into their hands for the benefit of others, as 
well as themselves, which it is their duty and interest to dispense 
with justice, and for the improper employment of which they are 
answerable in this world, and the next. 

That men, for the abuse of their property, will be punished in the 
next world, is as evident as that they will be punished for any thing; 
for it is impossible to conceive of any offence, ever so enormous, 
which the abuse of property may not reach te. But that such abuse 
meets with its punishment in this world, is not atfirst so obvious; yet 
upon a little consideration it will appear that this is in fact the case. 

The avaricious man, though he should muke all the gain he could 
expect, will nevertheless be found out, both by himself and others, 
to be no other than a miser; by which is meant nothing but a 
wretch—an unhappy, restless, anxious, care-worn mortal—that 
he is his own tormentor, no one can doubt, and his torment 
is evidently the natural consequence, and just punishment of 
his mis-employment of the property which God has been pleased 
to allow to come into his hands. 
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On the other hand, the spendthrift, though his means were ex- 
haustless, would soon find the punishment in the satiety of pleasure, 
in the ever increasing greediness for new objects of purchase, and 
the utter inability of any thing on earth to satisfy his thirst for 
splendour. 

It can readily be discovered that such an one, in fact, has the 
stewardship taken out of his hands. All that he has to do is to let 
his property pass from him as water through a seive, and to wallow 
in sensuality, in folly, or extravagance, like the swine in a mire. 

There are few estates, however, which extravagance will not in 
time exhaust, and if the few who possess such, throw the steward- 
ship, the real use and employment of their proverty into the hands 
of other men, how much more justly may the same be asserted of 
the many, the very many, who, with means slender enough, branch 
out into extravagance. What disgrace is greater than to be put out 
of one’s place, by one’s own folly ; what punishment can be more 
just than the discharging him, who will not economize, from‘his place 
of high responsibility. Upon examination it will be found that 
wealth affords happiness, as it is judiciously and conscicntiously 
employed; that it creates misery in proportion to its mis-employ- 
ment; while, therefore, we thank the wise disposer of all things, 
that he has thus contrived measures to render virtue its own reward, 
we should admire his wisdom and revere his justice, which causes 
evilto breed its own punishment. 

From these considerations, and from a thousand others which 
every man may take to himself, it is certain that the possession of 
property imposes duties upon us, as well as confers privileges; that 
these privileges and duties are always proportionate, and the one 
can never be enjoyed unless the other be performed. Our interest, 
then, as well as our duty, are concerned; we must surely be unwise, 
even if we despise our duty, to disregard our interest. 

Among our duties, there is none of stronger obligation than that 
which requires the exercise of charity, and that not occasionally, 
and as the fancy may seize us, but regularly, continually, and by 
system. It should be our endeavour to search out objects, to act 
according to our best judgment in the distribution, to relieve as 
much misery as possible, and promote all means of individual and 
general happiness; thus acting, the world is rendered better, the 
heart is softened, man is tied closer to his fellow man, and the far- 
ther the disposition and conduct are extended, the more humane 
inust mankind become. It can readily be conceived how, from the 
prevalence of such a principle, what a man layeth out will be paid 
him again; but even without a very general extension of it, the 
composure of mind, the consciousness of rectitude which it causes, 
must ever be an ample reward for any charitable act we can per- 
form. 

Dearly beloved brethren, it would be ungenerous to suppose that 
any such remarks as have been above made, are necessary to induce 
you to beneficence. The heart that is hardened against the claims 
of the poor, can never be softened by exnlication of the expediency 
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of virtue. The heart that is tender can never need such explica- 
tion; but at the same time that it does not need it, it may be very 
proper to confirm it in its good intentions, by showing their recti- 
tude. 

On the present occasion, it is my duty as well as ny pleasure, to 
recommend to your attention one of the most deserving objects of 
your charity. ‘The Episcopal Society for the propagation of Chris- 
tianity in South-Carolina. 

Formerly it was the pride of the gentry and nobility of England, 
to give their support to the Church in this State. Places of worship 
were erected, and pious Ministers of the Gospel sent to spread its di- 
vine influence ; but in course of time, various difficulties arose, and 
the distance from which supplies had to come, was so great that the 
spirit of the supporters began to flag, and the Ministers drooped ; 
the cause was necessarily deserted; the buildings suffered by gra- 
dual dilapidations, and Episcopacy was about to be annihilated 
amongst us. 

In this situation was the Church, when the differences between 
this country and Great Gritain unhappily occurred—unhappily not 
for the political interests of the country, but for some of the religious 
interests of its people. In the popular resentment against England, 
the Church of England became odious, and Episeopacy was con- 
founded with British Church policy, and all the rites and forms which 
are so admirable in themselves, were, in a great measure, virtually 
abolished by an undistinguishing prejudice. ‘The cause was un- 
popular, and the Church was in an expiring condition. It had but 
few friends to look up to, and those friends were unable to render 
it any great assistance. Error, however, must flee. Prejudices, how 
deep rooted soever, must give way before the all powerful energy 
of truth. The feeble friends of Episcopacy rallied. They found 
strength in union, and increase of strength from resolution. Soon 
did a new face of things appear. Life began to revisit the palsied 
members of the Church. Returning health soon animated the 
whole body.. There is a Church now in the State. The trunk is 
vigorous and full of life. May the branches extend until all the 
birds ofthe air take refuge in them. In aid of the growing Church 
the Society now in question was instituted. Inthe gradual decay 
of Episcopacy, though those of other persuasions had full scope 
for the dissemination of their principles, and doubtless did exert 
themselves with their accustomed zeal, yet it has happened that in 
many parts of the State, the people have been entirely without re- 
ligious instruction. In consequence of this misfortune, for such it 
may justly be called, in many parts of this State the inhabitants live 
in such ignorance and in such practices, as would sooner be expect- 
ed from a country scarcely emerged out of barbarism, than the citi- 
zens of a civilized and enlightened State. The cruel mode of per- 
sonal combat, and the impure and gross conversation of many of 
the people,* mark the country, not merely as unchristian, but is 


* ‘This Sermon was preached many years ago 








wer 
- 


ee 


- ne ea tO 


ee 


incre —e salnc. Ry “ wen aa . 
————— - 


PE LE ST TI 


- 


164 A Sermon — (May, 


even outrageous upon decency and common humanity. In addi- 
tion to these great evils, there are others of magnitude not much 
less, if not much greater. In those parts of the State where the 
Gospel has been sounded, either from the carelessness of the 
teacher, or a too unfrequent return of the day of instruction, or 
from false conceptions in the teacher himself, the Christian profes- 
sion is but another name for either cold formality or enthusiastic 
phrenzy. The evils embraced under these heads cannot bear enu- 
meration, but may easily be conceived. They are of a nature cal- 
culated not merely to disgrace Christianity, but when extended even 
to endanger civil peace. At such a crisis, it becomes all the friends 
of order and of religion, to exert themselves, and whilst other sects 
have put forth their strength, the professors of the Episcopal faith 
would surely have been wanting in spirit, if they had not also 
stretched out a hand to help. 

The mode which they have chosen to administer their assistance 
to the cause of virtue, will appear upon examination to be the most 
judicious which could have been devised. 

In the first place, in order to cal] the attention of people to religion, 
the Society appropriates a part of its funds to the support of mis- 
sionaries—meu chosen for their piety, their discretion and experi- 
ence. As yet, no missionaries have been appointed, because it has 
been found inconvenient to expend so much of the common fund as 
would pe necessary for that purpose, especially as many of the 
clergy, as they have been able, have gratuitously performed that 
important office; but as the means of the Society shall increase, and 
persons properly qualified shall be found, there is no doubt that 
great advantages will result from the effectuation of this grand ob- 
ject. The next object of the Society is to disseminate Christianity, 
by the dispersion of religious books. When we consider what an 
influence books have upon society, we cannot but approve their de- 
sign. ‘The vicious volumes which we see so often in the hands of 
inexperienced youth, and even of age, whose discretion should make 
it ashamed of such folly, contribute more, perhaps, than any thing 
else, to make many vices fashionable amongst the most refined, 
which would disgrace uncivilized barbarians, and many principles 
prevalent, which oatrage common sense; in short, to poison the 
mind, to unsettle all established virtuous principles, to instil false 
ones, to cherish.a brood of effeminating sentiments, to inculcate a 
fulse taste, to pervert the judgment by sophistication, to bewilder 
reason with metaphorical refinement. Fully sensible of this vile 
influence, and of its odious effects, the Society, in order to coun- 
teract the one, and cut off the other, take pains to choose such books 
as are plain (for such are always the best) and unequivocally religious, 
and calculated to promote virtue. The Book of Common Prayer, 
which all unprejudiced persons must join in commending for piety, 
moderation, and prudential principles, was the first object of their 
care. A number of copies were procured to be printed at a cheap rate, 
and have been put into judicious hands for dispersion. A number of 
copies of Christian evidences, compiled and condensed, adapted to 
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the plainest understandings, and intended principally for youth—the 
humble but useful labour of an eminent English Prelate, have also 
been placed at the disposal of such persons as from office and rela- 
tion to society, were calculated to promote the great objects of the 
Society. A few other tracts of a like nature, and calculated for the 

roduction of like effect, have been in like manner deposited for 
distribution. It is hoped that like good seed scattered over good 
ground, these books will bring forth an abundant crop of good fruit. 
All good Christians must pray for the success of such commendable 
endeavours, for there is one above who alone can prosper them: 
“Paul may plant and Apollus may water, but it is God who giveth 
the increase.” 

Under the divine blessing, may we not hope that our youth will 
be more frequently engaged in investigating the evidences of our 
holy religion, (and a more rational employment cannot be devised) 
in learning the object and understanding the nature of its most im- 
portant rites, and in cherishing that piety and fervency of spirit 
which are of greater efficacy in mending the heart, and in bringing 
forth the good fruits of moral conduct, than any other employment. 
I say more frequently engaged, because I am far from meaning that 
it should be their sole occupation, but do mean that it has been too 
much neglected, and ought to be more attended to. 

When it shall becume fashionable for the juvenile mind to be ex- 
ercised with such wholesome lessons, may we not expect to see the 
rational and sound doctrines of the Gospel well understood, and its 
precepts of morality well practiced ? 

Another, and the principal object of the Society, is to render as- 
sistance to promising young men, intended for the ministry. 

As the Apostles, and first Ministers of the Holy Gospel, were 
amongst the poor and needy, so ever since their time, their succes- 
sors have been, for the most part, from the same class. How this 
happened, can be easily accounted for, but the principal reason is, 
that few are fit for the ministry until they have been tried in the fur- 
nace of affliction; few entertain proper cuuceptions of the import- 
ance of its objects until they have learned by severe experience the 
vanity of human life, and the necessity of persuading men to lay 
up their treasures in heaven. 

We are to look for proper persons to exercise the ministry 
amongst the humble, the afflicted, the poor and the needy. The 
school of affliction is that in which men learn best. Here we may 
expect the buds of genius to show themselves. Amongst the pros- 
perous, superior powers of mind are often lost in idleness and folly. 
Amongst the children of adversity the mind must show itself. Alas! 
it too often shows itself in vain. In the grave of poverty is often 
buried the most creative fancy, the most refined sensibility, judg- 
ment as clear as noon-day. An unfeeling world is too apt to pass 
unnoticed such tender plauts of genius. Charity is not always 
warm enough to cherish and to save it. The hand of patronage is 
eften not tender enough for its delicate frame. 





























166 Authority and Power of the Pope and the Church; (June. 


To rear up such in the bosom of the Church is the object of the 
Society; to act the part of a friend to the friendless; to afford help 
to the fatherless, and thus to make the widow’s heart leap for joy ; to 
open a way for modest and retiring virtue to walk in; to bring to 
the aid of society those talents which would be lost forever in ob- 
scurity: these are its objects—objects worthy of our highest regards 
—our most zealous encouragement. 

The means adopted by the Society for this end, are as wise as 
they could be. A Library is to be soon established, to consist of 
such books as are necessary, and are to be loaned out to such stu- 
dents of divinity as may need them, and a permanent fund is estab- 
lished for their assistance in other respects. A way being thus 
opened for the sons of virtue, into the Church, we inay justly expect 
that under the patronage ofall good men, and especially under that 
of the Great God of heaven, the Society will, ere long, be enabled 
to introduce into the many vacant parishes of the State, persons 
truly meet for the exercise of the ministry; when at a very smal! 
expense the Gospel will be preached from one end of the State to 
the other; when life and immortality will Le sounded tn the ears of 
those who now sit in darkness and the shadow of death; when the 
poor will hear the glad tidings of salvation without money and 
without price, and our whole country become a land of light and 
virtue. ~. 

These are the Christian and charitable objects of the Seciety.— 
You cannot lay out your money at better interest than in giving 1 
freely to aid these objects, for in so doing you not only lend the 
Lord, who will repay you hereafter, but—Look what you lay out, 
will, by these good effects, be paid you again. 


—={—~ 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER 
NO. 5. 


Authority and Power of the Pope and the Church—Seripture, Tra- 
dition, and the Persecution of Heretics. 


Grievous misrepresentation is charged upon Protestants, as to 
that which Roman Catholics teach and practice, in relation to the 
subjects which are named at the head of this number. The spect 
fications under which the accusation shail be taken up, and as briefly 
as possible disposed ‘of, are the following. ‘That Roman Catho- 
lics acknowledge the Pope to be supreme head of the Church: that 
the Pope claims to be supreme head ofthe Church on the pretence 
that he is successor to St. Peter, whom Roman Catholics assert to 
have been Bishop of Rome: that Roman Catholics do not allow 
the Scriptures to be the entire rule of faith, except as explained by 
their unwritten traditions and the authority of the Church: that 
Roman Catholics teach that besides the Scriptures, they are bound 
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to believe as the rule of faith, and as a rule of practice, whatever 
the Church of Rome directs: that the Roman Catholic Church does 
not allow the free use of the Scriptures to the people: that the pre- 
tence under which the Scriptures are withheld is the incompetency 
of the people to understand them: that the effect is, thatthe Roman 
Catholic people do not discover how contrary their religion is to 
the word of God: that the object of the Roman Catholic Church 
is, to keep the people in this state of ignorance: that Popes have 
maintained the position, that faith is not to be kept with heretics: 
that the Pope can absolve subjects from their oath of allegiance to 
Protestant Princes; and that the Roman Catholic religion counte- 
nances and commands persecution, massacre and murder.” 

Proceeding, then, to remark on these topics of complaint, in the 
order in which they are placed, I admit that Protestants have been 
found at fault, at least as to the first of them; for Roman Catholics 
do not “‘acknowledge the Pope to be supreme head of the Church;” 
they hold Jesus Christ to be supreme head of the Church, and the 
Pope only to be supreme head of it on earth. Great sagacity and 
dignity are shown in exposing this misrepresentation ! and there is 
an admirably sensitive and conscientious regard for truth, in not 
permitting so defective a statement to be considered in any other 
light than that of wilful, wicked misrepresentation! As to the 
claim of the Pope to be supreme head of the Church, on the pre- 
tence that he is the successor of St. Peter, Protestants again shame- 
fully misrepresent matters, in not stating, in any account they have 
given of this thing, that it is the supreme head of the Church on 
earth only, that the Pope claims to be, by virtue of his being the 
successor to St. Peter!! That he is, as the successor of St. Peter, 
the supreme head of the Church on earth, Roman Catholics are al- 
ways ready and willing to show, not as that which has only pre- 
tence to rest upon, but the broad and solid basis of sacred truth, 
and divine authority.* I will say but little on what Protestants 
consider the mistake of the Roman Catholics on this point, although 
“the one point, according to Bellarmine,} upon which the very sum 
and substance of Christianity depends.” 

{t cannot be shown that Christ created Peter the Prince of the 
Apostles, and as such, the supreme head and sovereign upon 
earth of his Church. The passages quoted from the Evangelists, 
as containing his words to such an effect, show no such thing.— 
“Thou art Peter, and upon this rock, I will build my Church.” 
Whatever be the import of this declaration, with which St. Peter 
was honoured by our Lord, when he had boldly and explicitly con- 
fessed him, we can find no difficulty in understanding the language 
ofan Apostle, who, we must presume, not meaning to contradict 


b: “It is a fundamental article of the Roman Catholic faith, that the Pope, or 
Bishop of Rome, as successor to St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, in that See, en- 
joys by divine right, a spiritual and celestial primacy, not only of horour and rank, 
but of real jarediction and authority, in the universal Church.”—A Pastoral In- 
Pag . essed to the Roman Catholics of the Archdiocess of Dublin. By J. T. 


Troy, D. D. 
t Pref. De Rom. Pontif. t Matthew, 16, 18, 19, 20, 
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his master, said, to the Ephesians who had embraced Christianity, 
and were part of his newly founded Church, “ Ye are built upon the 


foundation of the Apostles.”* “I will give unto thee the keys of 


the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.” This surely needs not be understood 
as conveying a sovereign distinction to St. Peter, or as addressed to 
him any otherwise than as one of the twelve, when we find, that 
Christ, subsequently, in imparting the power which he thus signified 
beforehand his intention to bestow, said to them all alike, and 
equally, “* Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them, and 
whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained ;” and before his fina! 
interview with them, as recorded in the 12th chapter of St. Mat. 
thew, “ Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth), 
shall be loosed in heaven.” The injunction of Christ to Peter, “ Feed 
my sheep,” Romanists have also understood to imply, supreme au- 
thority given to himto instruct the Church. But are not all minis- 
ters alike considered as obliged by the command of Christ, to “ Feed 
the flock of Christ;”t and what plausible reason can be given for 
understanding his words to Peter, as any thing more than an inci- 
dental urging upon him individually, this evidence of the reality o 
the love which he had so fervently professed ? 

But no where do we find Peter himself claiming this supremacy, 
nor his brethren admitting him to be invested with it. ‘* Are we 
not struck, (says Bishop Hobart) with the remarkable fact, so sub- 
versive of the alleged supremacy of St. Peter, that in the first coun- 
cil that settled the disputes of the infant Church, St. James, Bishop 
of Jerusalem, even in the presence of Peter, enjoyed that prece- 
dence, and exercised that power, which are claimed as of divine 
origin for him ?”"f 

‘** But admitting that St. Peter, as the reward of his zealous con- 
fession, was distinguished by his master with some marks of supe- 
riority over the rest of the Apostles; where is the evidence that this 
superiority did not cease with his person? Where is the proof that 
it descended to the Bishop of Rome? Where the warrant for the 
lofty titles, involving equally lofty prerogatives, assumed by the Pa- 
pal Pontiff, of ‘ Vicar of Jesus Christ, and universal Bishop?’ Of 
these lofty titles and these loftly prerogatives, we have no record 
set forth in the Apostolic history recorded in the Acts. Clement, 
Bishop of Rome, next but one in succession to that See from the 

Apostles, in his celebrated Epistle, advances no such claims. The 
venerable martyr, Ignatius, the disciple of St. John, delineating 
with the greatest minuteness, the Christian hierarchy, and enforcing 
the duty of submission to it, utters not a word of this supremacy of 
the Bishop of Rome. And before that deference which, in all ec- 
clesiastical concerns, was naturally paid to the Bishop of the Impe- 
rial City, emboldened him to receive from the corrupt hand of s¢- 


* Eph. ii. 20. + Acts, xx. 23. + Acts, 15. 
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cular power, the title and the prerogatives of Universal Bishop, the 
spiritual head of a rival city, received a rebuke for the assumption 
of this title, from a predecessor of those who make this title, and 
the powers involved in it, a divine warrant for supreme dominton 
over the Christian world.’* I will leave the subject, of the Pope, 
or Bishop of Kome, with the remark, that Protestants have never 
admitted the sufficiency of the evidence either from Scripture or 
tradition, or the decisions of general councils, on which Roman 
Catholics rest the assertion, either that St. Peter was invested by 
Christ, with supremacy over the Church, that St. Peter, whether so 
invested or not with supremacy, was the bishop of Rome, or that 
the Bishop of Rome, whether the successor of St. Peter in that See 
or not, was admitted by the rest of the Bishops of the first ages, to 
have the supreme universal right to rule and govern the Church on 
earth. Dr. Barrow’s Essay on the supremacy of the Pope, to which 
any may have access, will set the question in either of such pomts 
of view, with all candid inquirers, perfectly at rest. 

The next item of alleged misrepresentation to be noticed, is, “‘ that 
Roman Catholics do not allow the Scriptures to be the entire rule 
of faith, except as explained by their unwritten traditions, and the 
authority of the Church.” It must be admitted that this, although 
evidently not designed misrepresentation, is an Inaccurate manver 
of stating fact. Roman Catholics do not consider the Scriptures 
as the entire rule of faith, but as only part of the rule of faith-for 
Christians. With or without explanation by unwritten tradition, 
and the authority of the Church, itis not the whole word of God— 
the whole of his revelation; that being to be found, say they, in 
both the written Scripture, and the divine and apostolical traditions. 
The traditions may explain and settle the sense of the Scripture, 
but they do not thus make it the complete Christian revelation.— 
Protestants may, then, freely confess themselves to have used an 
inaccurate mode of expression, when they have said that Roman 
Catholics do not allow the Scriptures to be the entire rule of fuith, 
except as explained, &c. When explained by tradition and the au- 
thority of the Church, they are still, according to the Roman Catino- 
lic doctrine, only one half, and that not the most important half of 
the word of God. The traditions that explain them, remain the more 
important part of divine revelation. And in this lies the difference 
between Roman Catholics and Protestants on this subject. The 
latter make the Scriptures, with the light derived from apostolical 
traditions, as collected from the writings of the earliest fathers, 
and the earliest history of the Church, next to the age of the 
Apostles, to explain and illustrate them, their entire and suflicient 
divinely given rule, of faith and practice. ‘The former will not own 
their sufficiency in any sense, but make the traditions, which, while 
they explain and illustrate them, are the depository of other and more 


* Corruptions of the Church of Rome contrasted, &c.—Charge to the Clerey of 
New-York, 1827. 
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important revelations than they contain, equally with them, their di- 
vinely given rule of faith and practice. In thfis statement we are justi- 
fied by the following authorities. ‘* We assert that the necessary doc- 
trine, whether relating to faith or morals, is not all expressly con- 
tained in Scripture; and, therefore, that beside the written word of 
God, there is a necessity for an unwritten word, that is, the divine 
and apostolical traditions.” ‘The total rule of faith, is the word 
of God, or his revelation to his Church; which is divided into two 
partial rules, Scripture and tradition. Since Scripture is not a fo- 
tal, but a partial rule, the consequence is, that it does not comprise 


all things; and, therefore, that there are some things relating to 
‘faith which are not contained init.”* Bossuet, in his exposition of 


the doctrine of the Catholic Church, in matters of controversy, 
conveys the sense of the Church to the same effect. But the Coun- 
cil of Trent, and the Roman Catechism founded on its decrees, and 
published according to adecree of that Council, by the command of 
Pope Pius the Vth, declare the same thing, at once in the most au- 
thentic manner, and in the plainest terms. In 1546, the Council en- 
acted, “‘ that the traditions should be held as of equal authority with 
the Scriptures.” ‘The substance of the decree, as given in Paul’s 
history of the Council, is as follows, and is perfectly in conforiity 
with the whole express letter of it, as given in the collection of the 
canons and decrees of the Council published at Rome, in 1569.— 
* The synod, aiming to preserve the purity of the Gospel promised 
by the Prophets, published by Christ, and preached by the Apostles, 
as the fountain of alltruth and discipline of manners, (which truth 
and discipline are contained in the books and unwritten traditions, 
received by the Apostles from the mouth of Christ, and dictated to 
them by the Holy Ghost, and passed from one to another, doth ac- 
cording to the example of the fathers. receive with equal reverence, 
all the books of the Old and New Testament, and the traditions 
belonging to faith and manners, as proceeding from the mouth of 
Christ, as dictated by the Holy Ghost, and preserved in the Catholic 
Church.”” The decree proceeds to anathematize all who should not 
receive the Scriptures as declared by them sacred and canonical, 
and published by their authority, or should “ wrongly and wilfully 
despise the traditions.” In the preface to the Roman Catechism, 
also, the sense of the Church is stated thus: ** Omnis doctrine ratio, 
que fidelibus tradenda est, vero Dei centinetur, quod in scrip 
turam, traditionesque distributum est.” I will only refer, as one 
more authority, to the little work which conveys the alleged Pro- 
testant misrepresentations, briefly remarked on in these numbers.— 
It says, (p. 81.) “*that the Scripture itself, as well as the most an- 
cient witnesses, testify, that the principal revelations of our Saviour 
were made in the interva! between his resurrection and his ascen- 
sion, of which revelations we have no record in the Scriptures.” 
Now in this view of things Protestants find it impossible to concur; 
hecause, in the first place, they cannot conceive, that the Apostles 


* Bellarmine’s Treatise on the Word of God, lib. iv. c, 12. 
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received from Christ any thing during the interviews with him, with 
which they were favoured between his resurrection and ascension, 
more important than what they delivered to the Churches in their Epis- 

tles—or that they would have committed such mere important mat- 

ter of revelation to the less certainly safe deposit of oral tradition, 

while that of inferior importance was committed to writing with an 

anxious view to its effectual conveyance to the minds or those to 

whose eternal interest they deemed the knowledge of it neces- 
sary." Secondly, because they find no allusion in the writings of 
the Apostles, to other important revelations from Christ, necessary 

to be embraced within the articles of their belief, which they had 

the knowledge of among themselves, but did not think good or ex- 

pedient publicly to impart to his disciples. Thirdly, because noth- 

ing important enough to be believed in, as essential to the doctrine 

of Christ, is ‘specified to be traditionary revelation, which cannot be 

satisfactorily shown, by the evidence of Scripture, to appertain to it. 

Fourthly, because oral traditions are subject to too much variation 

to be comparatively confided in: and they can find nothing with 

respect to which the testimony of tradition was uniform, and 

universal, except that which had the testimony of the Evangelists 
and Apostles to authorize and sustain it. Fifthly, because “ such 

traditions as were not founded on Scripture, we know were easily 

corrupted, and on that account, were laid aside by the succeeding 
ages; such were the opinion of Christ’s reign on earth for a thou- 
sand years; the Saints not seeing God till the resurrection ; the ne- 
cessity of giving infants the Eucharist; the divine inspiration of 
the seventy interpreters, besides some more important matters; 
which in respect to these times are not to be too much descanted 

upon.”t Sixthly, because the Scriptures of the Evangelists and 

Apostles, are constantly referred to and quoted by the earliest wri- 
ters of the Church, when his real doctrine was to be defended or 
established; and no determination of the Church, independent of the 
authority of those writings, can be shown to have taken place in the 
first ages of the Church: and, lastly, because what has been held to 
be necessary Christian doctrine and practice, by tradition only, has 
in all periods, varied and fluctuated; as might be shown in many 
particulars. | 

The following cannot but be satisfactory, and will supersede the 

necessity of any thing further on the subject. It is from a disserta- 

tion of Bishop White, where the reader may find the whole subject 

of Roman Catholic tradition very sufficiently treated.{ “ It might 
easily be proved concerning the human race, in all the varieties of 
their situation, that their frailties incline them to creatnre worship, 


jn one shape or in another; that the only counteracting cause is 


divine revelation; and that the effect of this can be perpetuated, 


” Much stress has been always laid by Roman Catholics, on the words of St. 
Paul, in 2d Thessalonians, ii. 15, as an argument for their doctrine of tradition.— 


The reader will find it satisfactorily confuted by Dr. Marsh, in the 4th chapter of his 


Comparative View 
t Burnet on the Articles. t See Lectures on the Catechism 
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only by its being brought before the popular mind from written re- 


cords. It seems generally agreed, that during the later periods of 


the history of the Israelites, their preservation from idolatry, was 
in a great measure owing to the institution of the worship of the 
synagogucs, in which the Scriptures were read to the people: were 
read in the Hebrew language for the preservation of their purity, 
but rendered in the prevalent language of the times—the Syriack.” 
“ Even independently onthe unhappy propensity referred to ; there 
is another, inducing to put human institution on a level with the 
the divine. This 1s illustrated in the conduct of the Pharisees; 
whom our Saviour accused of making the word of God of none ef- 
fect, by their tradition.* His whole treatment of such addition to 
the old law, is very unfavourable to the supposition, that he design- 
ed to leave a door open, for the like addition to the new law of the 
Gospel.” 

“There can hardly be a more decisive argument against what the 
Roman Church contends for onthe subject of tradition, than that 
the fathers, whose opinion must be looked back to, in order to de- 
termine what tradition says on any particular point of controversy, 
hold up the Scriptures as the paramount directory.” 

The Bishop having quoted Ireneus, Clement of Alexandria, Ori- 
gen, Tertullian, Cyprian, Chrysostome and Austin, in passages 
which most unequivocally speak to the point of the foregoing para- 
graph, remarks very happily, that as to the testimony of tradition to 
the authority of the Scriptures, (an argument to which the advocates 
of its divine authority attach much importance) the evidence is pre- 
cisely the same, with that which attaches to the testimony of tlie 
legislature of any country, and of its courts, in reference to the laws 
which they have acted under, and which have influenced the man- 
ners of successive generations. ‘There is no species of evidence 
more generally acted on, or less liable to be deceptive.” 

The next particular of Protestant misrepresentation to be noticed, 
is that which makes “Roman Catholics teach, that besides the 
Scriptures, they are bound to receive, as the rule of faith and as the 
rule of practice, whatever the Church of Rome directs.”’ There is 
no misrepresentation pretended here, except as to the unfortunate 
assumption by Protestants, of the Church of Rome, to have the au- 
thority which belongs no more to her than to any other district or 
portion of the Catholic Church. Jt is the Roman Catholic Church, 
as spread over the earth, and not the Roman Catholic Church in the 
little See of Rome alone, whose directions are to be received, besides 


* Math. xv. 6. 
t Protestants must not be supposed to be unaware of the importance of tradition, 
in its proper use. Of the religious duties, usages and rites, which the Apostles and’ 
the first Christians observed, of the sense in which the first held the words of Christ 
in relation to his mission offices and nature, and the other, the words of those Apos 
tles, as to such and other points spoken of or referred to, in their writings, the ac’ 
count furnished by tradition, they regard as of high and inestimable importance.— 
There is no need of considering this tradition to have been kept right among the 
reat body of the faithful, by an extraordinary divine influence over the mind.— 
he supposition of such an influence is attended with insuperable difficulties. 
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the Scriptures, asthe rule of faith and the rule of practice. It is 
not denied by Roman Catholics, that the Roman Catholic Church 
has the authority so ascribed to it, as to matters of faith and morals; 
although some exception is taken by them to the term directs, as im- 
plying something different from teaches or enjoins, or decrees. The 
distinction is unimportant. The word direets, fairly understood, can 
imply nothingas to the Roman Catholic sense of the authority of the 
Church, which is not true. If it has not authority to direct any 
thing but in conformity with its own interpretations, or ecclesiasti- 
eal traditions, or decrees, as now existing, who will say that it may 
not by other canons, in other councils, direct observances additional 
to, or in substitution of, those elready instituted, and declared to be 
in conformity with its unvarying principles! With respect to prac- 
tice, Protestants do not mean to say, that the authority of the 
Church descends in detail to all the minutie of individual conduet, 
either moral, in the ordinary sense of the tefm, or social. But is it 
not indisputably true, that it extends to all, that in a religious or ee- 
clesiastical sense, is the practice of its members? 

We pass to another point, in which Protestants are charged 
with misrepresentation; viz. that the Roman Catholic Church does 
deny the free use of the Scriptures to the people, under the pretence of 
their incompetency to understand them ; the effect of which is, that the 
Roman Catholit pecple do not discover how contrary their religion ts 
to the word of God; an effect which it is the object of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church to perpetuate. 

In relation to this matter, I will but state facts and authorities, 
and leave them to speak for themselves. The Roman Catholic 
Church settles, by its authority, the whole tenor and interpretation 
ofthe Scriptures; and denies its members the use of them, accord- 
ing toany other. It will, moreover, allow the use of them only in 
such editions and translations as its authority sanctions. ‘The 
Council of Trent, in its fourth session, decreed, that the Vulgate 
should be the authorized Bible of the Roman Catholic Church; rea- 
sons having been given, why the criticism of the text, except by the 
Church herself, by comparison of versions and reference to the ori- 
ginals, was inexpedient. In conformity with such views, the Creed 
founded on the decrees of that Council, in its second article, is as 
follows. ‘I admit, also, the Sacred Scriptures, according to that 
sense which Holy Mother Church, to whom it appertains to judge 
of the true meaning and interpretation of the sacred Scriptures, hath 
holden and still holds; nor will I ever receive or interpret them 
otherwise than according to the unanimous consent of the fathers.”— 
In the fourth rule of the Index Librorum prohibitorum, it is thus 
enacted: “Inasmuch as it is manifest from experience, that if the 
Holy Bible, translated into the vulgar tongue, be indiscriminately 
allowed to every one, the temerity of men will cause more evil than 
good to arise from it, the Bishops and inquisitors may, by the ad- 
vice of the Priest or Confessor, permit the reading of the Bible 
translated into the vulgar tongue by Catholic authors, to those 
persons, whose faith and piety, they apprehend will be thereby aug- 
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mented and not injured; and this permission they must have in 
writing.* But if any shall have the presumption to read or possess 
it, without such written permission, he shall uot receive absolution 
until he has first delivered up such bible to the Ordinary.” Perfect- 
ly in univon with this, is the Encyclical letter of Leo X1Ith, dated 
May 3, 1824, and addressed to all patriarchs, primates, archbishops, 
and bishops. ‘* We also, venerable brethren, conformably to our 
apostolical duty, exhort you diligently to occupy yourselves, by all 
means, to turn away your flock from those poisonous pasturcs (lethi- 
ieris hisce pascuis—the Scriptures translated into the vulgar tongue, 
and circulated by Protestants.) Reprove, beseech, be instant in 
season and out of season, in all patience and doctrine, that the 
faithful intrusted to you, adhering strictly to the rules of our con- 
gregation of the index, be persuaded that if the sacred Scriptures 
be every where indiscriminately published, more evil than advan- 
tage will arise thence On account of the rashness of men.” (Edit. 
Paris, 1825.) The little book, too, of letters, in which Protestant 
misrepresentations are complained of, admits that ‘‘the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church forbids ber children to take, keep, or use copies, or 
versions upon private or insufficient authority ; and also forbids 
them to make any new interpretations which would contradict those 
traditional interpretations from the same source, [viz. divine inspi- 
ration!!] as the book itself, and as testified by the voice of ages and 
nations.” 

The result then 1s, that the Roman Catholic Church does al- 
low the free use of the Scriptures to its members, without liberty to 
use them otherwise than she shall choose; or understand them 
otherwise than as she explains them; the use of the Scriptures, that 
is, with full liberty to read and understand them— provided they will 
read and understand thein, only as the Church directs; in short, 
that the members of the Roman Catholic Church are free to use the 
Scriptures, but not their understanding, in order to know what they 
teach and require. Can any Roman Catholic on earth deny this 
to be the true, and the only true account of the matter? As to the 
effect of this restriction, to which the use of the Scriptures is sub- 
ject, to keep the members of the Roman Catholic Church “ ignorant 
how contrary their religion is to the word of God,” it is the opinion 
of Protestants generally, that such is its effect. They express the 
opinion with the confidence with which they think they may rea- 
sonably entertain it. ‘That it is the design of the Church to keep 
its members in such ignorance, admits not of being proved, but by 
the tenor of its conduct on the subject. With none but their own 
yersions and interpretations, and glosses, in their hands, and the 
infallible authority of the Church continually asserted, to keep them 
unwavering in their faith and sentiments, as founded in such ver- 
sions, interpretations and glosses, together with the tradition that, 
independently of Scripture, may teach them most that the Scripture 


* Much of the rigor of this rule has of late years been dispensed with. Roman 
Catholic Bibles and Testaments have been, for obvious reasons, more freely distri- 
buted among the people than formerly. 
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does, are they likely ever to become informed of the contrariety of 
any thing in their system, to what Protestants hold to be the pure 
evidence of the word of God? 

The alternative is, | am aware, on the one hand, this restriction, 
amounting, to say the least, to the denial of the free use of the 
judgment in considering the sense of Scripture ; and on the other, 
the freedom which Protestants undeniably have abused and are al- 
ways, it must be conceded, likely more or less to abuse, to the adop- 
tion of erroneous, fanciful, and utterly unwarrantably coustruction 
of the sacred text, as the foundation of schismatical variations. In 
the first, the evil is thatof the absolute and unchangeable determina- 
tion of the sense of Scripture, by a few, multiplied by their own 
will, into the Catholic, or Universal Church. In the other side of 
the alternative, no reasonable Protestant will pretend that there is 
not also evil. Itis evil, however, of the same kind as that which 
from the beginning has been inseparable from the freedom of moral 
agency, to which in divine wisdom, men were left; a freedom 
which, however, admitting of modification by that moral influence 
which is the result of individual prudence and humility, with re- 
spect to the authority of those who are invested with the right to 
instruct, yet cannot be restrained within limits arbitrarily preserib- 
ed, and on pain of temporal and eternal penalties, forbidden to be 
transgressed, without reducing the religion of man toa mere mechia- 
nism with which the idea of responsibility cannot with any shadow 
of reason be associated. Indeed so utterly unreasonable is this im- 
position upon the human miad, of the authority of the Church in 
the interpretation of Scripture, with anathemas and compulsion for 
its enforcement, that it could not be reasonably sustained, without 
the doctrine of infallibility inseparably accompanying it. ‘The Church 
is infallible in its doctrines, and infallible as to the sense which 
it affixesto the Scripture, in any of its language in which doctrine is 
alleged to be founded ; and therefore dissent from its authority, can- 
not but be on any terms inadmissible. It were vain, perhaps to expect 
in the present day, to secure the attention of any intelligent reader to 
an argument, either for or against the Roman Catholic doctrine of the 
Church’s infallibility. I will not detain any of yours with the sub- 
ject, further than to remark, that together with other instances in 
which the Roman Catholic doctrine has accommodated itself to the in- 
vincible aversion to its pretensions, strengthening more and more, in 
the mind of a progressively enlightened age, dated from the reforma- 
tion, the infallibility of the Church may become resolved into that 
convenient sense, according to which it may imply only a paramount 
authority, from which there can be no appeal—an authority which 
must in all its determinations be right, because from them there can 
he no admissible dissent—an infallibility de jure, whatever it may 
be de facto. This modification of the doctrine, may save a great 
deal of trouble to the defenders of the faith of the ‘‘ mother and mis- 
tress of all Churches”—and instead of the contrivances of ingenuity, 
such as that which has been resorted to, on the subject of transub- 
stantiation, to make it less absolutely inconceivable and inadmissi- 
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ble, may change the necessity of asserting the truth of absurd, un- 
scriptural and odious dogmas, which councils had established, into 
the assertion only of the indispensable necessity of conformity to 
them, until the Church, by other councils, shall qualify or renounce 
them. Probably the only reason why transubstantiation is not re- 
nounced by Roman Catholics of the present day, is to be found jn 
this yet unrenounced infallibility. It has been so decreed by coun- 
cils; and the decrees of councils confirmed and ratified by the Pope, 
are the infallible authority ofthe Church. But why may not ano- 
ther council infallibly determine the light in which preceding ones 
viewed this matter, to have been wrong? 

With respect to the pretensions of Popes, there is happily less 
difficulty thau arises out of the decrees and canons of the Church. 
Many of these, Roman Catholics, in behalf of the Church, disclaim. 
‘**Popes have undeniably maintained the position, that faith is not 
to be kept with heretics ;”’ and it has undeniably been the established 
sense of the Roman Catholic Church, “that the Pope can ab- 
solve subjects from their oath of allegiance to Protestant Princes.” 
These things are matter of historical fact, too well known to be 
disputed. The Pope, it is true, is not the Church. The right 
of excommunicating kings, is, however, expressly claimed for the 
Church, by the Council of Trent, thus recognizing and confirming 
the similar power which had been asserted, on no better grounds 
than the false decretals, and the arrogance of the execrable Hilde- 
brand, by the Lateran Council. It matters not that very respecta- 
ble and powerful portions of the Roman Catholic Church, have al- 
ways refused to recognize the temporal supremacy of the Pope, and 
the dangerous pretensions connected with it. It matters not that 
virtuous and patriotic individual members* of the Roman Catholic 
Church, in England, in 1789, publicly disclaimed for themselves 
and their brethren, the authority of the Pope and of the Church, as 
to all the monstrous features which, in relation to civil, and in some 
points, to religious obligations and interests, it had assumed. I 
matters not that all British Roman Catholics of the more enlighten- 
ed and enlarged character, now equally disown Popery, as it 
has formerly been known; or that Roman Catholics in the United 
States, and in your city especially, are good citizens, and faithful 
subjects; upright, industrious, peaceuble and patriotic; it still is true 
that the Roman Catholic Church claims a spiritual authority in al! 
sovereign states in Christendom, utterly inconsistent, were it to be 
exercised, with civil tranquillity and the liberties of the subject. The 


* Much has been sometimes said of the fact of the high moral excellence of which 
a zealous profession of the Roman Catholic faith has admitted—as in the case 0! 
Fenelon, Pascal, Bossuet and others, of former days, and the benevolent and devo'- 
ed Cheverus of the present—and the eloquent Dr. Channing has been quoted, t 
show, that a cause cannot be odious with which such names are identified. ‘To any 
such list of Roman Catholic writers, I would add the excellent Archbishop Carrol), 
the amiable successor of Cheverus, in the Roman Catholic See of Boston, aad 
some other eminent Roman Catholics in England, Ireland and America, both in the 
Priesthood and out of it, and then ask of any one who would think for a momen’ 
on the subject, what is the amouat of such an argument’ What can thus be proved 
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right to excommunicate kings, claimed by the Council of Trent, 
has never been renounced ; and the right to absolve subjects from 
their allegiance,* actually exercised (to notice no other instance) by 
Pius the Vth, in the case of Elizabeth of England; and the power of 
the Church over heretics, wherever they are,t has never been dis- 
claimed, otherwise than by Roman Catholic individuals. Roman 
Catholics say that their religion is wrongly charged with “ counte- 
nancing and commanding persecution, massacre and murder.” That 
persecution, massacre and murder, have come of the principles with 
respect to the power and authority of the Church, which Roman 
Catholics hold, is all that lL can collect from the language of Pro- 
testants on this subject. It is a subject, on which I had rather leave 
the reader to collect his own information from authentic documents 
of history, (by which, I, of course, do not mean, only what Roman 
Catholics will call so) than state for himthe horrid items of which 
it must consist. ** Persecution, massacre and murder,” for the sake, 
or under the pretence of the interest of religion, have crimsoned 
some pages of Protestant history, as well as many of Roman Catho- 
lic. The comparison the reader can easily make for himself. We 
trust that they are no more forever to be the disgrace of Christians, 
under any name. The distinction, however, remains important, 
that canons and decrees, and dogmas of Popery, yet unrepealed and 
unrenounced, embody the power and right to punish temporally 
for religion’s sake, and pursue heresy and schism with spiritual 
denunciations and temporal inflictions.{ Protestantism knows 
nothing of the kind. 


* Roman Catholics must know that if Protestants say, “ Popes have maintained 
the position, that faith is not to be kept with heretics,” they do not thereby mean, 
that Roman Catholics “hold that they are not bound by the same moral obligation 
to fulfil contracts, or adhere to their promises with persons who differ from them in 
their religion, as with those who were members of their own Church.” They know 
that the allusion is to the invalidity of oaths of civil allegiance, as it has unquestiona- 
bly been asserted and mesial and as they know how to justify the assertion 
and proclamation of it, when tor heresy or schism, the Pope thought it good to 
absolve subjects from their obligation. The application of the principle to the or- 
dinary engagements of moral obligation in common life, Protestants have not meant 
to charge to the account of the Roman Catholic religion, as among its prevailing 
corruptions. 

t The Roman Catechism, published by order of Pius Vth, and founded on the 
decrees of the Trentine Council, declares, that heretics and schismatics, though no 
longer members of the Church of Rome, are still “in the power of the Church, as 
persons to be called by it to judgment, punished, and doomed by anathema to dam- 
nation.” —Roman Catechism, p. 78, 1587. And this claim, thus officially made inthe 
Roman Catechism, is urged at this very day in the theological lectures, which are 
given inthe College of Maynooth. For inthe Treatise de Ecclesia Christi, which 
contains the sum and substance of these lectures, it is positively asserted, that ‘‘ the 
Church retains its jurisdiction over all Apostates, Heretics and Schismatics, though 
they no longer belong to its body.”.—Marsh’s Comp. View, chap. 9. 

t The following note in the margin of the Loway Bible, at the &th verse of the 
17th —— of Deuteronemy, will throw some light onthe subject.“ Here we see 
what authority God was pleased to give to the Church Guides of the Old Testament, 
in peer | without appeal, all controversies relating to the law; promising that 
they should not err therein, and punishing with death, such as proudly refused to 


obey their decisions. And surely he has not done less for the Church Guides ot 
the New Testament! !” 
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I have now, Mr. Editor, gone over most of what are called mis- 
representations of the religion of Roman Catholics, as contained 
in the little Catechism, published in your city, by a Female Tract 
Society.” [confess myself ata loss to see any thing in the publication 
which could reasonably make its appearance among you, so much 
more an outrage upon truth and charity, and good feeling, than its 
appearance again and again in Great Britan, and in other places in 
America, was ever undertaken to be represented. It seems not to me 
to contain any actual misrepresentation of the religion of Roman 
Catholics; although it may be admitted to teach in some particu- 
lars, that which some portions of the Roman Catholic Church, do not 
hold, and that which very many Roman Catholic individuals, Priests 
as well as Laymen, will not admit legitimately to appertain to their 
institutions. Of the necessity of its publication in your city, I should 
have doubted, and am not sorry to be informed that it is not now 
exposed for sale. ‘There are, undoubtedly, parts of it, which, how- 
ever they might be suited to other circumstances, could not be cal!- 
ed for, perhaps, by any, which are known practically to character- 
ize the Roman Catholic religion in America. 

You will readily, 1 know, excuse me from noticing many other 
points, which, in the work containing the accusations, briefly an- 
swered in these numbers, are treated with a great parade of logic, 
as well as expostulation; but on the whole, with much more so- 
phistry than argument, more plausibility than fairness, more confi- 
dence than correctness. The gauntlet of controversy is thrown, as 
to many questions in dispute between Roman Catholics and Protest- 
ants, with respect to which, it might, without fear be taken up. Let 
it lie; or be taken up by any who can expect any good, in our 
community, to come of a controversy, which is useless except to 
prove, (and to whom but Roman Catholics would any, however hard 
the task, now essay to prove it) that the Roman is not truly the Ca- 
tholic Church; and that the Roman Catholic Church, so called, is not 
‘‘the mother and mistress of all Churches;’’ out of whose commu- 
nion, there is no communion with Christ; whose authority is infal- 
lible, and all whose determinations, with regard to what men are 
to believe or do, are therefore entitled to an observance as sacred 
as any thing which was taught by Christ and his Apostles. 


A PROTESTANT CATHOLIC. 


* Of Bishop Bowen’s responsibility for its being put among the Tracts distributed 
by this Society, I say nothing; because authorized to say nothing. It is proba- 
ble the matter came not ike his cognizance, but that of other advisers dur- 
ing his absence. Or he may have doubted the propriety of taking upon him to re- 
ject that which so many bad approved; among whom had been the venerable Dr. 
White, in whose diocese it had been reprinted trom an English edition, distributed 
by ‘the Society for =e Christian knowledge,” and published and circulat- 
ed by a Society similar in its constitution and design, to the Charleston Protestant 
Episcopal Female Tract Society. He seemsto me, at least, to have been some- 
what indelicately held up to the community as responsible for the offence thus 
given to Roman Catholics. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON THE PLANTING OF CHRISTIANITY IN GREAT-BRITAIN 
NO. 2. 

Messrs. Editors.—1 shall now treat of the continuance of Chris- 
tianity in Britain; for though some pretend that at the going of 
Austin the monk into that country, the religion of Christ was lost 
there; yet historiographers witness the contrary. Venerable Bede 
tesitfies, that at the going of Austin into Britain, the number of 
monks belonging to the monastary of Bangor only, was above two 
thousand; besides, many other learned men were Christians; and 
so was Queen Berthra, who had then a chaplain attending upon 
her, named Luidhard, a Bishop, whom Copgrave calls the fore-run- 
ner and porter to give Austin entrance; and that Christiamty was 
among the Britains before Austin weut into their country. Bishop 
Jewel proves it out of St. Chrysostome, who lived about the year 
400; and out of St. Hillary, who lived about the year 360; and out 
of Origen, who lived about the year 230; and Turtullian, who lived 
about the year 200. 

And this will also appear by the epistle of Elutherius, Bishop of 
Rome, which he sent to Lucius; and before Lucius’s time, we reed 
of Joseph a Bishop, son of Joseph of Arimathea, who went thither 
with his father, and others: Of Aristobulus being one of the seventy 
disciples, whom some report to have been an arch-bishop in Britain: 
Of Claudia Ruffina, a noble British lady, wife, as is said, to Rufus 
Pudens, a senator of Rome, whom St. Paul is thought to have men- 
tioned in these words; “ Ebulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all 
the brethren salute thee.” This Claudia is reporied to have writ- 
ten a book of Epigrams, an Elegy on her husband’s death, ane 
verses of divers kinds. 

We also read of Angulus, Bishop of Augusta, or London, so call- 
ed before Lucius’s time; and of Sanctus Beatus, and Mansuetus, 
both Bishops. This Beatus, before mentioned, was 1 nobleman’s 
son in Britain, and called Suetonius before his baptism, as Rhena- 
nus reports. (See Speed.) 

George Owen, in his pedigrees, tells us of Eugaine, sister to Jo- 
seph of Arimathea, who was married to a Britain called Sciarklots. 
We also read of Pomponia Grecina, a Christian, wife to Aulus 
Platinus, the first Lieutenant of Britain: yea, furthermore, that 
some of the Roman Deputies there, were converted, even in the 
day-spring of Christianity, as Trebellius Pertinax, and others, 
which were motives to King Lucius more publicly to maintain the 
Gospel. 

And history tells us, moreover, of nine learned men of Grances- 
ter, who were baptized and preached the Gospel in Britain. Also 
of King Lucius, surnamed Lever Maur, being instructed by Elva- 
nus the British Doctor, who is said to have composed a book De 
Origene Ecclesia Britannica, and by Medvinus, and also by Dami- 
axus and Fugatius sent to him from Eleutherius, before named: and 
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of his having also received baptism from the said Elvanus, who 
was afterwards Archbishop of Loodon, and Medvinus, as the old 
chronicle of Landaff testifies; the same Lucius, I say, about the 
year 180, changed the seats of arch-flammins of London, York and 
Chester, into the Sees of three Arch- -bishops, and of the flammins 
into the Sees of Bishops, and the temples vowed to idols were con- 
secrated to the service of God. Thomas Rudbourne, a monk of 
Winchester; Moratus, an old British writer, and others testify, that 
Donatus was Bishop of Winchester, and all the possessions of the 
Pagan flammins there, were conferred upon him and his Clergy 
which were so ample, that even about the city all the lands within 
twelve miles of it, on all sides, were belonging to it; containing in 
number thirty-two villages. And thus, the Britains had for their 
greatest glory, the happiness to see and enjoy the first Christian 
Prince of the world. 

It is reported that King Lucius was the founder of St. Peter's 
Church, Cornhill, in London; placing therein one Thean, an Arch- 
bishop; and that the metropolitan See continued in a succession of 
Archbishops there, about four hundred years, until the arrival of 
Austin, who translated the Archbishop’s seat from London to Can- 
terbury. ‘There still remains in the said Church, a table, whereon 
is written, that King Lucius founded the same Church to be an 
Archbishop’s See, and that it so remained the space of four bundred 
vears. We find the names of these Archbishops of London, name- 
ly, Thean, Elvanus, Cadar, Obinus, Conan Paladius, Stephan, 
Iitut, Theodwyn or Dedwin, Phadrid, Hilaric, Restitutus Guerti- 
nus or Guitelinus, Fastidius Vodinus, T heonus, Ke. 

Elvanus built a library near St. Peter’s, in Cornhill; he was a 
pious, learned, and grave man, brought upin the school of Joseph 
of Arimathea, and converted many of the Druids to the Christian 
faith. 

Restitutus was present at the Council of Arles, about the year 
336, and subscribed. This Bishop was a married man. 

Fastidius, before named, lived A. D. 420, and is commended to 
have been a diligent preacher, aud to have written several books, 
Defide, ct vita Christiana de doctrina deo digna, spirituali. 

Also the Archbishopric of York, as some say, was founded, A. D. 
180, by King Lucius, who placed Sampson there. See Bishop 
Godwin. 

‘Taurus was afterwards placed there by Constantius Clorus. 

Pyranuus by King Arthur, and Tadiachus was Archbishop of 
York, in the time of the Saxon persecution. 

We read that there was also an Archbishopric founded in Wales, 
and that Dubritius was Dishop of it, who resigned to his kinsman 
David, who sate 65 years: He died A. D. 522. This David was 
uncle to King Arthur, son to Xanctus a Prince of Wales, whom he 
he had by Meleana, a Nun, a man of great learning, and austerity 
of life. By his diligence, the Pelagian heresy was “entirely rooted 
out. He lived one hundred and forty-six years, and was canonized 
for a Sainst five hundred years after his death. This David wrote 
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a book against the Pelgaians, and also some other treatises. See 
Pist. lib. cit. p. 95. 

King Lucius, also sirnamed Pius, founded the Academy of Ban- 
gor, for the study of the fine arts, aud the encouragement of learned 
meu. See Pist. p- 79. 

It appears by Gildas the historian, whom I have mentioned above, 
that the Britains used great solemnity in their ordination of Priests, 
and had other prayers, lessons, and chapters, than are used by the 
Roman Charch. Gild. cap. fol. 93. 

Bede also reports, that there was not in all Britain, a Bishop ca- 
nonically ordained, that is to say, of the Romish communion, but 
Winie, Bishop of tes West- Setens. This Winie was one of the 

jishops that consecrated Ceadda, Archbishop of York, who was 
scholar to Bishop Aidan. See Bede's Hist lib. 3. cap. 28. 

We read also that before the going of Austin into Eugland, of 
the British Bishops having assisted at divers councils, us in the 
Synod of Arles, in France, A. D. 325; to which Restitutus sub- 
scribed, and others; also tothe Council of Sardis, A. D. 350. Also 
to the Couneil of Ariminium, where St. Hilary greatly commended 
the British Bishops for their zeal in maintaining the truth against 
arianism; and they also attended at the Council of Nice, and other 
Councils. See Albanus Apol. 2. tom. 2. and Brough. Eccles. Hist. 
of Brit. fol. 545. 

Thus we find that Christianity flourished in Britain at this early 
period, and long before Austin, the monk, went there with the er- 
rors and claims of Popery. And it appears also from good autho- 
rily, that the first nine persecutions they felt not, but the tenth, 
which was under Dioclesian, A. D. 303; or, as some say, 305, they 
were made to experience its unrelenting fury. At this time St. Al- 
ban, styled the first British martyr, ‘with Amphibolus, Lucius, 
Aaron, and many more, suffered a ‘cruel death for our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake. This persecution was stayed by Constantius Clorus, 
father to Constantine the Grreat. 

And again, although they were miserably afflicted by the invad- 
ing Hunns and Picts, about the year 440, whose captains were 
Gnavius and Melga; yet the British Church was like the bush, 
which Moses saw burning without consuming its substance, and 
thereby verifying the words of our Saviour, “I will build my Church 
upon a rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it’’—to 
its utter extinction. 

About the year 412, Pelagius began to broach his heresies public- 
ly. It is said that he held to an impeccable state in this life, and that 
we may work out our salvation by our own natural power; he also 
denied original sin, and held to human merits. Dr. Cave says, he 
was a Welchman. In the year 429, Germanus, who had a happy 
elocution, and was one of the best pleaders of his time, and Lucius, 
Bishop of Troye, went out of France to Britain, at the entreaty of 
Aurelius Ambrosius, to yield their assistance towards suppressing 
and extinguishing the aforesaid heresy, and that of Calestius. 

( T'o be continued.) 
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Atthe General Convention, 1523, a Committee was appointed “ ty 


consider and report whether any, and if any, what alterations j, 
is proper to make in, or additions to, the Book of Psalms ang 
Hymns in metre, now allowed to be used in the Church.” Tie 
Committee reported, as it respects the //ymus, to the Conventioy 
of 1826, but they were continued with a view to the Psalms jy 
metre, and directed to report on them at the next General Cop. 
vention in 1S29. ‘Tothe following article which we republish by 
request, we invite the attention of our readers, in relation to 
which, and the subject generally, we shall be happy to receiye 
any communications. 


[FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER } 


Observations arising from a Comparison of Tate and Brady’s Ver. 
of the Psalms and Ilymns, with the Hebrews. 


The following notes were made chiefly for the satisfaction of th 
writer, and without the least intention of giving them publicity in 
any way. He knows that they are exceedingly imperfect, as his 
attention was too much occupied to allow him to devote as much 
time to the comparison as its importance would seem to require.— 
As the General Convention, at the last meeting, appointed a com- 
mitiee on the subject of the Psalms and Hymns, to be used in di- 
vine service, and as that committee will probably meet again about 
the time of the next Convention, the following brief suggestion: 
may possibly afford some aid in facilitating one part of the subject 
contemplated. Many of the Psalms, it will be observed, are un- 
noticed; in some cases because no material difference from the ori- 
ginal was perceived, and in others, because no improvement occur- 
red to the writer, from inability either to propose any thing better 
than the version, or to satisfy his own mind as to the meaning of 
the original. 

Psalm ii. 5, 6,7. These verses are referred to merely because 
they afford the first occasion to remark, that the colouring is consi- 
derably stronger than that in the Hebrew, and that clauses are add- 
ed that are notin the original. As this however i is very frequently 
the case in Tate and Brady’ s version, and as the additions are often 
nothing more than amplifications of the original idea, or illustra- 
tions of it, or made merely to complete the verse, I shall in gene- 
ral pass them over unnoticed. 

v. LI. “* Rejoice with awful mirth.”” This translation is probably 
incorrect, although it has the sanction of the Bible and Prayer 
Book versions. The Hebrew word 22 gul is used in relation to grief 
as well as joy, and this meaning is better adapted to the context, 
and is preferred by Dathe, who renders the whole version thus : 


Colite Jovam reverenter, 
Mt cum tremore dolete. 
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“The rebel kings,” he remarks, “are admonished to submit to this 
king, to lament their rashess, and acknowledge their offence against 
him.” Seiler’s version is nearly similar: “ Full of reverence serve 
the Lord, tremblingly honour him.” 

iii. J. There is nothing in the Hebrew to sanction the two last 
lines. 

iv. 1. Hast redeemed is preferable to “ still redeem’st,” both on ac- 
count of euphony, and because it affords a reason for the petition 
contained in the next line. 

y. 5. Profane or impious, might with advantage be substituted 
for stubborn,” and justice for * vengeance.” 

vi. 7. Epithets are constantly added in Tate and Brady’s version, 
of which the word “insulting” in this verse affords an instance. It 
is unnecessary to notice them. | 

vii. 3. “Against his peace combine.”” The Hebrew means: him 
that was at peace with me, and the idea would be expressed by alter- 
ing the line thus: against my friend combine. 

4. Have not is probably a more correct reading than “had not.” 
It is found in an Edinburgh edition of 1756, and agrees better with 
the context. It is sanctioned also by both the prose versions. 

9, “But guard,” I should propose to read strengthen, which con- 
veys the idea of the Hebrew. The Buble translation is: “ estad- 
lish.” 

13. Burning is probably the meaning of the Hebrew word p74 
dolekim (see Gesenius’ Heb. Lex.) and might be substituted for 
“‘yointed,” 

ix. 6. I doubt very much whether the metrical version gives the 
true sense. The meuning appears to he this: ‘'The enemy is entirely 
destroyed ; their cities thou (God) hast ruined, their memory is pe- 
rished.’ Nor is it absolutely certain that the prose translations did 
not intend to express this sense, by a transition in the’second clause 
of the verse to the Deity, who is undoubtedly referred to in the 
two preceding verses. Such transitions, it is well known, are com- 
mon in the Psalms. 

ll. “From Sion his abode.” If the line be altered thus: Sion is 
his abode, it will give the sense of the Hebrew. 


’ 


17. There is nothing in the original which corresponds with the. 


phrase “ single sinner ;” the word is plural! : nor is there any ground 
for the intimation of not being hidden by “ privacy” or “ secured 
by numbers.” There is nothing like antithesis in the verse. 

8. The following is suggested as an attempt to convey, some- 
what more accurately, what is supposed to be the meaning of the 
original: 

His suffering saints howe’er distress’d, 
He'll not forget to aid; 


Their expectations shall be bless'‘d, 
Thoug’: ior a time delay’d. 


“0. Would not appalling be a more suitable epithet than ‘con- 
senting 2?” 


x. 4. “And therefore in their stubborn mind.” 
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The word v1) mezimothav expresses the idea of plans, genera|- 
ly bad. I would therefore propose the following line as a substi- 


tute: 
And thus in all their impious plans. 


5. ““Oppressive measures they pursue.” It is difficult to determine 
what is the meaning of this clause. The prose versions are: “his 
ways are always grievous ;” and it may be doubted whether the re- 
lative refers to God or the sinner, although the latter seems to me 
the more probable. As the Hebrew word implies strength, Dathe 
explains it here of the happy result of bad men’ efforts, agreeably 
to the context: ‘ Prospera succedunt omnia.” Uf this be the correc: 
exposition, this line would convey it: 


Their ways succeed continually. 


13. ‘*No longer let the wicked vaunt.” The literal translation is: 
Why should the wicked, God despise? and this agrees with the prose 
versions. 

xi. 4, 5. “The Lord hath both a temple here, 

And righteous throne above.” 

It would seem from these lines as if the t:anslator had in mind the 
temple which was dedicated to God by Solomon, or at least some 
earthly temple, which he sets in contradistinction to the celestial! 
throne, a meaning which is undoubtedly not sanctioned by the au- 
thor. It is plain that the two clauses are parallel, and the sense is 
correctly given in the prose versions. The error of the metrical 
translations may be removed by altering the first line thus: Th 
Lord a holy temple hath. 


xii, 8. ‘Then shall the wicked be perplex’d, 
Nor know which way to fly, 
When thou whom they despis’d and vex’d 
Shall be advanced on high.”’ 


This version is incorrect. That of the Bible gives the meaning 0! 


the Hebrew. 
xiii. 3. “In everlasting night.” Iwould propose as a substitute: 


In death’s oppressive night. 
xiv. 7. “ Would he his saving power employ, 
To break his people’s servile band.” 
These lines are too feeble adequately to convey the passionate wish 
of the Psalmist, which is well expressed in the Bible version: “0 
that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion!” The follow: 
ing is perhaps a slight improvement: 


O that from Zion he'd employ 
His might, and burst th’ oppressive band! 


xvi. 10. If, as is most probable, (see Acts ii. 25-28, xiii. 35, and 
comp. ver. 8, 9, 10, of the Psalm,) the whole of this psalm is spoken 
in the person of the Messiah during his continuance in the interme- 
diate state, the words, ‘‘when I resign my breath,” must be incorrect. 
It is certain that they have nothing to sanction them, in the origina), 
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or in either of the prose versions. In the next verse, the words, 
“thou shalt show me the path of life,” poetically expresses the senti- 
ment—thou wilt restore me to life. 

xvii. 5. “ln spite of wrongs.” As there is nothing in the original 
to justify this addition, and as something is necessary to complete 
the line, the words, through all my life, might be substituted. In the 
third line, the word support corresponds better with the Hebrew 
than “ O guide ;”’ and it suits also the next clause: “make my foot- 
steps sure.” 

9, * To guard me safe from savage foes.”” Haughty “ probably 
the meaning of the original. ‘T'hus Dathe: “si ab hostibus qui su- 
perbe me cingunt.” 

10. “And with a proud blaspheming mouth, 

Both God and man defy.” 
These lines afford a striking illustration of what may be said to 
characterize this version, viz. amplification of the author’s sense. 
“With their mouth they speak proudly,” is a correct translation. 

13. “From wicked men who are thy sword.” Although this 
meaning is supported by both the prose versions, I cannot but doubt 
its correctness. The ‘“‘sword”’ is rather expressive of the instrument 
by which the deliverance prayed for might be effected. The He- 
brew is literally, deliver my soul from the wicked thy sword ; but it is 
well known that the prepositional particle is often omitted through 
brevity. Dathe’s translation is: ‘‘defende me tuo gladio ab impio ;” 
Luther’s and Seiler’s: “‘ mit deinem Schwerdt;” the French: “ par 
ton epee;” and the Geneva version: ‘with thy sword.” In the Sep- 
tuagint, sword is in opposition with soul, not with ungodly. The 
following alteration would give what is believed to be the true sense ; 
From wicked men with thine own sword. 

14. * From worldly men, thy sharpest scourge.” tn the Bible 
version this is: * from men which are thy hand ;” and inthe Prayer 
Book: “ fromthe men of thy hand.” As it is highly probable that 
the Hebrew word for thy hand is in opposition with that in the for- 
mer verse for thy sword, awl as the hand is the usual figurative ex- 
pression in the Old Testament for power, the meaning appears to 
be: “defend me by thy power, O Lord, from men of the world,’ 
etc. The verse, therefore, might run thus: From worldly men, de- 


fend me, Lord! (To he continued. ) 
—f— 
POETRY. 
INFANTS’ HYMN. 
Jesus, now with listening ear, Still continue Lord, to grant 
Condesend our prayers to hear; Us the blessing which we want; 
Tho’ we little infants are, Bless our teachers, patrons friends. 
Even we may claim thy care, With the-joy that never eads. 
Thou thy people didst inspire To the Father, and the Son, 
With this ardent, pure desire, And the Spirit, three in one, 
That such little ones as we Allthe glory now be given, 


Early should be brought to thee. Even az it is in heaven. 
GOS. MESS.—vol.. YI. 24 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


We have the pleasure to inform our readers, as it appears not to 
have been generally known, that the translation of the latin poem 
in our last number, was made by one of our own correspondents in 
this city. 


Pinckney Lecture.—This semi-annual lecture was as usual deli- 
vered in St. Philip’s Church, on the 13th May. ‘“‘ The goodness of 
God,” was the theme of the reverend preacher, as the greatness of 
God was in his first lecture, delivered in December lust—these being 
the subjects prescribed by the venerated founder. 


General Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church.— 
A meeting of the Board of Directors was held at Philadelphia, on 12th 
May—present thirty. A full report of the proceedings ofthe Execu- 
tive Committee (says the “Church Register,”) was read to the Board 
by the indefatigable Secretary, and unanimously accepted. It appears 
that there are nine missionaries and missionary agents, acting under 
the direction of the Society; seven in the domestic, and two in the fo- 
reign department. These are located at St. Louis, Missouri; Detroit, 
Michigan ; ; Nashville, Tennessee; Tallahasse, Pensacola; St. Av 
gustine, in Florida; ‘Tuscaloosa, Alabama: Green Bay, and Greece. 
Several interesting letters were read from the missionaries, espe- 
cially from the missionary at Detroit; who has been appointed to 
tuke charge of the resumed efforts to establish a missionary station 
at Green Bay, in behalf of which establishment the patronage of the 
government has been obtained. We rejoice that the attempt is 
again to be made by the Church in favour of the aborigines of our 
country, and especially as it has been entrusted to the hands of the 
able and indefatigable missionary who has consented to undertake 
the mission, and whose success at Detroit has given evidence otf his 
possessing the practical, common sense qualifications, which are of 
se much moment to such a station. We pray that the divine bless- 
ing may attend this effort of the Society. The amount of funds 
received during the past year, is about 84000. The sum expended, 
is about &3,676. Whilst the permanent fund amounts, at present, 
to $3,495. In the evening an able an eloquent sermon was preach- 
ed at St. James’ Church, by the Rev. Alonzo Potter, of Boston.— 
The alterations of the Coustitution, suggested by the Executive 
Committee, in compliance with a vote of the Board at its last meet- 
ing, were considered and deemed expedient; but of course they can 
only be definitely settled by the Society, before which they will be 
brought at its approaching meeting in August. In the report was 
an account from the Rev. Mr. Henderson, of some Greek Cbris- 
tians in St. Augustine, who are descendants of Minorcans, brought 
over by a company for agricultural purposes, when the English 
held possession of Florida. Several proposed alterations to the 
Constitution were discussed. ‘They must, of course, be submitted 
to a general meeting of the Society. 
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Diocese of Georgia.—The Annual Convention was held at Sa- 
vyannah on the 27th April—present, two of the Clergy, four of the 
Laity. The following resolution was adopted. ‘ That the thanks 
of the Convention be presented to the Rev. Mr. Smith, for his im- 
pressive and very appropriate sermon, delivered yesterday in Christ's 
Church; and believing that it is calculated to advance the interest 
of religion and the Church, that he be requested to furnish a copy 
of it for publication.” 

The Rector of Christ Church, Savannah, reported one hundred 
and thirteen communicants; that his congregation had increased 
considerably during the last year; that a Society of Ladies had 
contributed to the Missionary fund, $289 380; that the Sunday 
School Library consisted of one hundred and thirteen volumes, and 
that a class of coloured children had been formed, who were reli- 
giously instructed. ‘The whole number of scholars, one hundred 
and thirty-two. 

The Rector of St. Paul’s, Augusta, reported seventy-two commu- 
nicants, sixty volumes in the Sunday School Library, and $45 col- 
lected forits benefit; scholars, fifty-two, and that from a fair held by 
the Female Missionary Society, nearly $300 had been realized. Dur- 
ing the last year the Church sustained a heavy loss, in the removal 
by death of its esteemed, liberal and pious Senior Warden, Dr. An- 
derson Watkins. It is, however, consolatory to reflect, that to the 
ministrations of this Church, he thankfully ascribed, under God, 
his conversion from “ darkuess to light;” that his Christian life was 
a happy exhibition of the power of Christian principle; and that 
his death was singularly peaceful and happy. He gave a solid 
proof of his devotedness to the interests of this Church, by a liberal 
testamentary bequest of 85000, of which the interest is to be applied 
solely towards the support of the officiating minister. ‘The Reetor 
is happy to stute that the congregation under his charge continues 
steadily to increase in numbers, and he trusts also in piety. In its 
progressive extrication from pecuniary embarrassments, in its 
peaceful and happy state, and in the affectionate attachment of its 
members, he finds abundant cause for gratitude to the Giver of all 
Grace. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas S. W. Mott, performing missionary ser- 
vices at St. Simon’s Island, reported that his services are attended, 
with few exceptions, by all the whites, and many coloured on the 
Island, and that there are few places where a minister could be 
more happily situated. 

The proposed alterations in the Prayer Book, were all unani- 
mously approved, except the first, in regard to which there was only 
one vote in the negative. ‘The following resolution was passed: 
That the Delegates to the next General Convention, be instructed to 
offer for consideration the following Canon: No Clergyman of this 
Church hereafter ordained, shall become Rector, Minister, or as- 
sistant Minister of any Church or Congregation, in a city or popu- 
lous town, until he shall have served for at least two years, as 
4 missionary in some destitute part of the country, or shall have 














Ist Religious Intelligence. [June, 


been instrumental in building up some new Church or Congrega- 
tion. 

The Treasurer of the Society forthe advancement of Christianity 
in Georgia, reported $315 90 in his hands. 

The following resolution was passed: That this Socicty do 
pledge themselves to the Convention, and the members of the 
Church in the State, to employ at least two missionaries, on or 
befure the first day of December next, by and with the advice and 
consent of the standing Committee of this Diocese ; and that the 
clerical members or the Convention be requested to use their bes 
exertions to redeem this pledge. 

It appears that there is one candidate for Orders. 

Massachusetts— Boston.—T he connexion which has for more than 
twenty-five years subsisted between the Rev. Dr. Eaton, and the 
venerable parish of Christ Church in this city, has been dissolved 
by his resignation of the rectorship. Dr. E. was anjfong the num- 
ber of those clergymen who have longest been settled in our city; 
and it is not expressing too much, when we say that no clergyman 
has beeu more beloved by his people, or more respected by the com- 
munity atlarge. His resignation will be a source of sorrow to his 
late people, and of regret to all who have been acquainted with him. 
We understand the proprietors of the Church, on receiving his re- 
signation, with great unanimity, voted him an annuity of $500 per 
annum, for life, as an expression of the sense they entertained of his 
long, faithful and laborious services.—Christian Watchman. 

Connecticut.—T he corner-stone of a new Gothic Chapel was laid 
in New-Haven, on Easter Eve last, to be called St. Paul’s. In the 
course of his address on the occasion, the Rector remarked, that it 
was only seventy-four years ago since the first missionary of the 
Church of England, set his foot in New-Haven. ‘* We have lived to 
see the day, when thousands and tens of thousands of the descend- 
ants of those who revolted from the parent Church—looking with 
regret upon what was erroneously deemed the necessity for this 
rash and unnatural disruption—have joyfully returned to the mater- 
nal bosom, and are now worshipping in her temples, or ministering 
at her altars. * * * In undertaking our present work, our only desire 
is, to meet the present and increasing demands of the Church.— 
Such indeed has been the course, from the very commencement 
and organization of the parish. The first house of worship was of 
moderate dimensions, and of simple structure; but it was all that 
the congregation then required, and the best that their means would 
permit them toerect. It was found necessary, however, from time 
to time, to enlarge its dimensions by several additions—until about 
fifteen years ago, the congregation had increased to such a degree, 
that the erection of a new and much larger edifice, became absolute- 
ly essential to the welfare of the parish. The stately and imposing 
edifice, which now stands upon our public square, conspicuous for 
its size, and the chaste and simple beauty and symmetry of all its 
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parts, was accordingly commenced with great spirit and zeal. In 
the spring of 1814, the corner-stone was laid, and in February, 
1816, it was finished and consecrated. From the magnitude of that 
building, and the extent of its accommodations, which exceed those 
of any other Protestant Church in the Unioa, it was presumed it 
would prove sufficient to meet every demand for room for a long 
period. But already, in the short space of thirteen years, do we 
find ourselves called upon, by the fair claims of the congregation, 
to proceed to the erection of another edifice, as a chapel of ease to 
the present Church.” 

Mississippi.—'Vhe Protestant Episcopal Society for the advance- 
ment of Christianity in this diocese, held its anniversary meeting on 
the 6th January. After prayers, by the Rev. A. A. Muller, Presi- 
dent, and appropriate hymns aud anthems hy the choir, Robert H. 
Adams, Esq. rose and addressed the meeting in a very able and elo- 
quent appeal in behalf of the institution. He was followed by the 
Hon. George Wiuchester, in some very judicious and pertineut re- 
marks, on the value of this society to the uninformed population of 
the State, and its importance to the religious character of the com- 
munity. It appears froin the report, that since the last anniversary 
there have been distributed upwards of one thousand tracts, and 
many of the most approved editions of the Book of Common 
Prayer, suitable for all ages and conditions. ‘They also employed 
for a limited time, the Rev. Spencer Wall, as a missionary at Port 
Gibson. The Society have addressed a circuler to their fellow- 
citizens, inviting their attention to its useful designs. 

Prayer Meetings.—In a city not more than a hundred miles hence, 
(says the editor of the “Church Register,” Philadelphia) a Clergy- 
man has recently established “‘ prayer meetings” in his Church twice 
a week, at 6 o’clock in the morning; in which he commences with 
the regular morning prayer, proceeds with the regular morning 
prayer, and ends with the regular moruing prayer. Every morning 
of their meeting he has had a congregation of not less than from 
two hundred to two hundred and fifty—and not being annoyed Ly 
a clerk, he has the service exhibited in its true responsive character. 
He speaks of them as most delightful meetings, being composed 
principally of communicants, whose hearts seem to be supremely 
devoted to the great head of the Church. His particular reason for 
having these early prayer mcetings, was, to afford men of business 
an Opportunity ofattending. It being notorious that the usual hour 
of 11, A. M. is so inconvenient, that few such can attend. So popu- 
lar has been the beginning, that we should not be surprised to find 
them becoming more general throughout the city where they 
have been established, in the warm months particularly. And sin- 
cerely do we wish that our Churches in other cities may consider 
this an example worthy of their imitation. Convinced that much 
good would result from thus beginning the day witha religious ex- 
ercige, and that it would eminently tend to the comfort of the heart, 
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and to its protection against the innumerable snares of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, we heartily commend these meetings, and 
say to ail our brethren—both high and low Churchmen—go and do 
likewise. 


Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.--This venerable So- 
ciety, so late as 1818, numbered only about three hundred subseri- 
bers. It now comprises nearly five thousand! This is a truly 
interesting sign of the times. 

<Q — 
BIBLE QUESTIONS. 

1. What are the arguments in favour of the Immortality of the Soul 7 

2. How does it appear that the future state of the soul is not a mixed one, but of pew 
fect happiness or misery? 

Consult Pearson and Secker, on the Twelfth Article of the Apostle’s Creed; also, 
‘Kettlewell’s Practical Belierer, on the Articles of the Apostle’s Creed, drawn out 
to form a true Christian's heart and practice.”” Stackhouse’s Complete Body of Di. 
vinity, from page 778 to 784. Drew on the Immateriality and Immortality of the 


Human Soul. Paley'’s Thirty-third Sermon. Dwight’s Twenty third Sermon. Clarke 
on Natural Religion, Proposition iv. from page 253 to page 274, octavo, 1749. 


Answers to be returned the first week in July. 
oa 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Search of Truth in the Science of the Human Mind. Part I1.—To which is added, 
a System of Moral Theology, or pruofs of ihe being and attributes of God, derived from 
the structure of the moral world. By the Rev. Frederick Beasley, D. D. late Pro- 
vost of the University of Pennsylvania, Member of the Philosophical Society ot 
Philadelphia, and a Presiyter of the Episcopal Church. , 

The author proposes to publish the abovementioned work by subscription. The 
last treatise here mentioned, or moral theology, naturally springs out of the forego 
ing disquisitions. Being the application of the doctrine of final causes to the mora! 
world, it gives, as is here conceived, a natural finishing to the science of the mind. 
The work now presented to the public is of a less polemical cast than its predeces- 
sor, and on this account, as well as others, may be more of a popular nature, and 
less liable to the objections of those who are attached to the Scottish school of me. 
taphysics. The treatise upon morai theology, as it is divested of the abstrusenes: 
and intricacy of metaphysical speculations, it is hoped will be found an agreeable 
entertainment to the ordinary reader. 

A Letter addressed to the Congregational Clergy of Massachusetts, on Episcopacy 
By a Congregational Clergyman. ‘He shall purify the Sons of Levi.”’ 

his letter is published at the particular request of the writer thereof, whom the 

publishers know to be now a regular Clergyman among the Congregationalists. As 
friends of good government, civil and ecclesiastical, we were delighted to receive 
such a manuscript from a person ofso much talent and abilities, natural and acquir- 
ed, and who has received unequivocal testimonies from his Congregational brethren 
in the ministry. We are convinced, by conversation with him, that it results from 
years ot attentive observation, in conjunction with the study of some of the eminent 
writers, who have placed the Divine Institution of the Three Orders, (or officers,) 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons in the Church, on an immovable basis, the same as 
the Christian Sabbath. the admission of females to the Communion, and the admin- 
sion of Baptism to infants. We hail it as the throes of the Congregational Churches, 
distracted by divisions and heresies, which in the hands of him who worketh all 
things after the council of bis own will, most certainly betokens the separation ot 
the dead from the living, and the purification of Churches. Ofall the religious pam- 
phlets, says the Boston Patriot, which have appeared for the last ten or twelve years, 
that advertised by R. P. &. C. Williams, this day, deserves most attention aud ex 
tensive circulation, as calculated to produce peace and harmony among Christians 
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As a spontaneous production of one of our Congregational ministers, it is the more 
gratifying; we know that the private judgment and opinions of the majority of those 
we bave conversed with, are, that there needs some reformation in the government 
De of the Congregational independent Churches. Something like our sprey te, 
ment, we are inclined to think, would be adopted, were every independent Minister, 
Church and congregation represented, and the subject once fairly discussed 
2 We cheerfully lend our aid to bring about reform, where needed, in ecclesiastical 
: as well as in civil government, that we muy lead peaceable and quiet lives in all 
godliness and honesty. 
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Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in 
South- Carolina, 


The Treasurer reports—receiving of $30, from the Rev. J.j Tschudy, as a 
donation to the Bishop’s Permanent Fund. Also, $50 from Mrs. Louisa J. De- 
veaux, of Edisto, to constitute ber a life member 

Donations of Books made last month, will be given in the July number. 


| “a EPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS, 


; By the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South- 
Carolina.—On Sunday, May 24, 1829, in St. Paul's Church, Radcliffeborough, the 
Rev. William S. Wilson, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold. Bishop of the Eastern Diocese.—On Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1829, in St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, R. I. Mr. George F. Haskins was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and on Wednesday, April 1, 1829, in St. 
John’s Church, Providence, R. 1. Mr. Isaac Peck, was admitted to the same Order. 


—»j— 
OBITUARY NOTICE. 


Died in this city on the 22d instant, Cuartes Ricwarpson, Esq. Chairman of the 
Vestry, and the distinguished benefactor of the Church in St. Mark’s Parish, Cla- 
rendon. On the Sunday following his decease, one of our clergy, at the conclusion 
of his sermon, adverted to the melancholy event nearly as follows: 

[t is true the prosperity of the Church depends not on men, but in all ages God 
has been pleased to make use of instruments for his beneficent purposes, and when 
those who by their example, their services, and their bounty, have done much good, 
are pts Fs death, the fears of piety are naturaily awakened; her eyes are fill- 
ed with tears, and her heart sinks as if hope had departed from it. When I speak 
of the Church, I do not refer merely to our own congregation. The society of be- 
lievers, although they may worship in different buildings, is one, and has as com- 
mon joys and hopes ; so, also, common fears and sorrows. The flock at Clarendon, 
and our diocese, have sustained no common loss in the death of Mr. Richardson.— 
He was educated under the eye of the first Bishop of this diocese, yea, within 
these sacred walls, perhaps in this very pew where he had his seat as a member of 
the Rector’s family, he may have received that bias which laid the foundation of his 
Chr stian character, and by the grace of God contributed so much to his own peace, 
andthe public benefit. Early impressions are the strongest, and you know not, my 
brethren, how much the religious character of your children may depend under 
God, on your care to plant in their yet tender minds the principles of the Gospel ; to 
set before them, ere habit is formed, good examples; and to render their most in- 
teresting associations, of a moral and religious character. When our friend arrived 
at manhood, his lot was cast in a region in which there was almost a famine of the 
word of God. Few were the opportunities of attending on public worship, and as 
to his own Church, it had ceased to exist in that part of the country for many years. 
But having a deep conviction of the value of that Church, and ardent in his desire 
to participate in its privileges, he was among the first to welcome the endeavours 
for its re-establishment, and he continued to the end of his life to be the leading 
man in good deeds for the house of his God, and the offices thereof. I need men- 
tion only that the Church at Fulton, now nearly ready for consecration, has been 
built at his sole expense. 
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His private virtues were of course best known in his immediate circle ; but many 
can bear testimony to his devotion, his benevolence, his meekness. and his exemp!ary 
conduct, as the head ofa family, a brother, a friend, and aneighbour. Like Gaius, of 
wh om St. Paul says, thathe was his “ host, and of the whole Church,’’* he was “ given 
to hospitality,”’ and it may be added “a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, tempe. 
rate, holding fast the faithCul word,” as he had been taught. He “ continued sted 
fastly in the Penge doctrine and fellowship,” and one of the last acts of his life 
was “the breaking of bread,” (a duty in which he had often engaged before.) in the 
manner prescribed by his Saviour, in memory of that cross and passion whereby 


alone we can be saved.—lIf the examples, the influences, the exertions, and the be. 


nefactions which our Chureh has enjoyed are gradually ceasing, as must be the 
case under the condition of mortal affairs, and no new friends of the same holy 
cause rise up, humanly speaking, what is to become of it? There is, indeed, a di- 
vine promise, that the Church shall never be extinct; but as it has been, so it wil 
be removed from the people who do not value it. If you protect and provide tor 
it, as you ought, it will continue to bless you and your children. But if you neglect 
it, and devote your solicitude, your labours, and your substance to other interests, 
God will deprive you of his Church, and leave you to find peace in your own ways 
or rather to Pid misery, dissatisfaction in life, hopelessness in death, and the dreadtu| 
punishinent of the eternal state. May we have grace to perceive the infinite dispro- 
portion between the concerns of this transitory scene, and such as relate to 
our spiritual and immortal nature, and walk in the steps of those truly wise and 
holy men who sought “first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” As the 
good which they have done lives after them, so may their example prove a lasting 
Lenefit to their surviving friends, and the community in general. 





* “The primitive Christians were so exact in the discharge of this duty of hospi 
tality, that the very heathens admired them for it. They were hospitable to ai 
strangers, but chiefly to those who were of the same faith and communion.” —Cruden 
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CALENDAR FOR JUNE. 


Monthly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society. 

Monthly Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Protestant Episcopal Mis 

sionary Society composed of Young Men and Others. 

Whit-Sunday. 

Monday in Whit-Sunday week. 

Tuesday do. do. 

Anniversary of the Charleston Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Society. 

Anniversary of the Charleston Episcopal Female Bible, Prayer Book ané 
Tract Society. 

10. Ember Day. | 

11. St. Barnabas. Monthly Meeting of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday Schoo 


Sen = 


Society. 
12. 
13. nese sting 24. Nativity St. John Baptist. 
14. Trinity Sunday. 28. Second Sunday after Trintly. 
21. First Sunday after Trinity. 29. St. Peter. 














Errata in last Number. 


Page 131—line 17, for “law,” read lever. 
os “ 25, for “scare,” read seduce. 
1320 ~—s, for “place,” read plead. 
134 060 S39," after *‘ but,” insert through. 
« #* 32, for “shore,” read land. 
ie “ 3, for “magistrum,” read magistrain. 
‘ “ _ §, from bottom, for ‘the heart,” read your hearts. 
1h3 0 4, for “members of St. Michael's,’ read by a member. 
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